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Saint David I. of Scotland (1080 – 1153) 
 

He was the youngest of the six sons of King Malcolm Canmore 
and his queen, St Margaret (who was a descendent of the 
Hungarian Agatha). When his brother Alexander succeeded to the Scottish throne in 
1107, David became prince of Cumbria (roughly the Lowlands), and by his marriage in 
1113 to Matilda, widow of the earl of Northampton, he became earl of Huntingdon. In 
1124 he succeeded his brother as King David I.  

His benefactions to the Church impoverished the crown, among the critics being his 
fifteenth-century successor, James I. For not only did he found the royal burghs of 
Edinburgh, Berwick, Roxburgh, Stirling and perhaps Perth, but he also established the 
bishoprics of Brechin, Dunblane, Caithness, Ross and Aberdeen and founded numerous 
monasteries. Among them were the Cistercian houses of Melrose, Kinloss, Newbattle 
and Dundrennan, and Holyrood itself for Augustinian canons. St David had helped to 
endow Dunfermline Abbey, founded by his father and mother, and he had peopled it with 
Benedictine monks from Canterbury. There he was buried, and at his shrine his memory 
was venerated until the Reformation.  

His feast celebrated at December 29. 
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